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to extend to nearly one-half of the total num-
ber at each stage, or to be suspended, to give
room for steps of increase in number alone, in
order that a single pair of the nobler species
might result after twenty similar transitions,
To make the change even conceivable, all these
conditions have therefore to be combined. First,
the number of asses which desert their first
type, and rise one-twentieth part above  it,
must be as great as tho number which remain
simply asses as before,    Secondly, tho self-
transforming he-asses and sho*assos must pair-
only with each other, and a law of casto and
aristocratic preference be in stivict and constant
operation.    Thirdly, tho chance of regresBiort,
by every analogy, must have been as great us
that of advance, and thin would inako it im-
possible to reach more than halt-way on tho
upward ascent;  and from a million assess a
single mule would bo tho highest roHulfc attain-
able.    Fourthly, since tho law must; bo con-
ceived to apply to tho unchanged or less-
changed animals no Icsfl than to tho vanguard,
the result would not bo two spmos of equal
number, but twenty species graduating from
asses into horses, with their mtmbcrw nearly in
geometrical proportion., from a million to one*
Fifthly, since asses and horses ;;r.w exist side